WAYANA

Ganapati Muni made it clear, speaking for only three
minutes as every other pandit did,, that marriage was natural
religious function of Hindu society, but its procedure had been
corrupted in India due to some complications brought about
by Islamic conquest of the land. The injunction that a girl
should be married in her eighth year, had no basis of sanc-
tion in our ancient social laws and so we have to revert to the
old practice and move with the times. He gave his decision
that the appropriate age of marriage for a girl was, three years
after her attainment of puberty".

This same suggestion was approved by the gathering
and given the form of a decision by the pandits.

The next item on the agenda of the conference was
literature and Mahamahopadyaya Harisprasada Sastri should
have presided, instead the Kavyakantha was requested to pre-
side. The pandits were highly delighted to listen to his bril-
liant speech dealing with all aspects of literature. The per-
formance left a lasting impression on the mind of all the schol-
ars.

On the conclusion of the conference Pandit Sivakumar
listened with profound interest to his young friend's narra-
tion of his varied experience after the Nawadweepa Parishad.

Nayana returned with his wife to Mandasa in March
1916 and at the request of Raja of Mandasa stayed there for
sometime.

130